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PUBLIC OBLIGATIONS OF LAWYERS. 

President Taft on the Obligations of Lawyers to the Public. 

In an address before the students of the Ohio Northern Univer- 
sity early in June, President Taft took occasion to criticize in 
trenchant language the members of the bar for the lengths to which 
many of them go in taking advantage of technicalities and in resort- 
ing to other more reprehensible "tricks of the trade" to win their 
cases. He deplored the fact that the ethical and professional stand- 
ards of the bar as a whole are not as high as they should be and that 
the sense of obligation which lawyers feel as officers of the court and 
as public servants is entirely too light. The President said no one 
could have a profounder admiration for the legal profession than he 
had, yet it must be recognized that the administration of justice in 
this country has suffered grievously from the intensity with which 
lawyers have served their clients and the lightness of the obligation 
which they have felt to the court and to the public. "The unscrup- 
ulous means to which counsel frequently resort in the defense of the 
interest of their clients," he said, "was often the occasion for popu- 
lar resentment and had much to do with the disgraceful condition in 
which the administration of the criminal law now finds itself." "The 
awakened moral conscience of the country," the President concluded, 
"can find no better object for its influence than in making lawyers 
understand that their obligation to their clients is only to see that 
their clients' legal rights are protected, and that they need not and 
ought not to lose their own identity as officers of the law in the cause 
of their clients and recklessly resort to every expedient to win the 
case. I believe that there is no escape from the evil tendencies to 
which I have referred except by inducing the bar to cleanse itself of 
those who in the interests of their clients forget their obligations as 
attorneys to the court and their duties as citizens." J. W. G. 

A Technicality Plea Overruled. 

An illustration of the lengths to which some lawyers go in their 
efforts to have their clients freed upon technicalities which have no 
relation to the merits of the case was afforded in the recent trial of 
Lee O'Neill Browne in Chicago upon the charge of bribery in con- 
nection with the election of Senator Lorimer. In this case an effort 
was made by counsel to secure the release of the accused on a writ of 
habeas corpus on the ground that no criminal offense was committed 
against the laws of Illinois because the joint assembly which chooses 
a United States Senator is not the legislature of the state but a 
creation of the Federal government. Consequently when a member 
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